
                                          www.sefton.gov.uk

Town Hall
Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 7AE

Date: 19 October 2017
Our Ref:
Your Ref:

Please contact: Ruth Appleby
Contact Number: 0151 934 2181
Fax No: 0151 934 2034
e-mail: ruth.appleby@sefton.gov.uk

Dear Councillor

SOUTHPORT AREA COMMITTEE - WEDNESDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER, 2017

I refer to the agenda for the above meeting and now enclose officer responses to Public 
Forum questions which have been sent to questioners since the meeting. 

Agenda No. 5
 

(i) Ian Cooper  (Pages 3 - 8)

(m) Karen Haigh  (Pages 9 - 14)

(o) Claire Morris  (Pages 15 - 20)

(p) Susan Raderick  (Pages 21 - 26)

(r) Alan Marston  (Pages 27 - 32)

(s) James Bennett  (Pages 33 - 38)

(aa) Margaret Cooper  (Pages 39 - 44)

(cc) Natasha Temple - Heritage Lottery Fund Bid – 
Lord Street Conservation Area  (Pages 45 - 48)

Yours sincerely,

R Appleby

Democratic Services Officer

Public Document Pack
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 13 October 2017 15:43
To: Ian Cooper
Subject: Question to Southport Area Committee 20 September 2017

Dear Mr Cooper

With specific reference to your query to Southport Area Committee, all applications are assessed by 
the Local Planning Authority in accordance with the development plan, unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise.  In making an assessment of the acceptability of a scheme, regard 
is had to the supporting information and assessments contained with the application, in addition to 
advice from various internal and external consultees.

In relation to developments on Slaidburn Crescent, a significant number of applications have been 
determined over the years.   Many of the officer assessments which explain the reasoning for 
approving/refusing any schemes can be viewed on the Councils website, by following the planning 
link http://pa.sefton.gov.uk/online-applications/.  If you are wanting to view a more specific 
property, the following link may be of more assistance https://www.sefton.gov.uk/planning-building-
control/simon-sefton-interactive-maps-online.aspx as this will allow you to search the individual 
property and the planning history attached.

Kevin Baker
 
Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please see 
www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 03 October 2017 12:23
To: KAREN HAIGH
Subject: Southport Area Committee - Public Question (M)

Dear Mrs Haigh,

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been forwarded to me 
from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

I understand your question relates to the decision of the council to allow increasing B2 usage in the 
Slaidburn Crescent Industrial Estate.  In response, all planning applications have to be determined in 
accordance with the development plan, unless material consideration indicate otherwise.  Currently, 
the development plan is the Sefton Local Plan which was adopted in April 2017.  Prior to this the 
Sefton Unitary Development Plan constituted the relevant development plan for decision making in 
the borough.

Under both the Local Plan and the former Unitary Development Plan, Slaidburn Crescent Industrial 
Estate was and remains to be designated for primarily industrial uses (more recently referred to as 
existing employment areas).  In this instance, planning policy has and remains to support  B1, B2 and 
B8 uses in such areas.  Whilst many of the uses on the site are historic, I am aware that there have 
been applications for the change in use and development of new industrial units for B2 use.  
However, upon review of such applications I am aware that the amenity of local residents have been 
taken into consideration and has been reflected in various planning conditions designed to protect 
residential amenity including (but not limited to) operational/opening hours.   Consequently, I 
disagree that the granting of planning permission for B2 use on the estate would be contrary to local 
or national planning policy.

I trust the above offers clarity on the matter.

Best regards,

Kevin Baker

Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please 
see www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 03 October 2017 12:10
To:   o  CLAIRE MORRIS
Subject: Southport Area Committee - Question for the Public Forum

Dear Ms Morris,

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been forwarded to me 
from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

I understand your question seeks clarity over the control of planning conditions and how Sefton 
Council plan to protect the amenity of residents in this instance.  

Planning conditions are attached to a planning decisions in order to mitigate potential adverse 
effects of a development.  With particular reference to condition 12 (attached to permission 
DC/2016/00482) as you refer to in your question and which relates to controlling hours of operation, 
this condition was attached to protect residential amenity.  

Unfortunately, the Council cannot prevent persons from breaching planning conditions.  The 
majority of the time, such breaches occur outside the knowledge of the local planning authority.  
However, the Local Planning Authority can investigate breaches of planning control and can take 
appropriate enforcement action provided it is expedient to do so and is in the public interest.  If you 
believe that a company is breaching an existing condition, then I would advise that you report this to 
the Council who can investigate the matter further.   The Council’s Planning Enforcement Team will 
assess the likely impact of any breach on public amenity and will determine what course of action to 
take.  This may include formal action to remedy the situation.  

Further details relating to planning enforcement and how a potential breach can be reported can be 
obtained on the Councils website www.sefton.gov.uk via the planning link.

I trust the above is of assistance.

Best regards,

Kevin Baker

Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please 
see www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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www.sefton.gov.uk

Kevin Baker
Team Leader
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle L20 3NJMs S Raderick

Telephone: 0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: planning.department@sefton.gov.uk 
Date: 3rd October 2017
Our Ref: DC/2016/00482

Dear Ms Raderick,

Slaidburn Industrial Estate, Slaidburn Crescent, Southport,
Erection of 7 industrial units on vacant land

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been 
forwarded to me from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in 
getting back to you.

Your question queries why residents in Torcross Close and Northam Close have been 
denied the visual amenity afforded to residents elsewhere for other development in the 
determination of application DC/2016/00482, with specific reference made to a decision 
to grant permission for an industrial development in Netherton (application ref: 
DC/2016/02454) . Your query specifically mentions the distance of the units and the 
lack of landscaping proposed.

In response, all developments are considered on their individual merits having regard to 
a number of factors including (but not limited to) the scale and massing of the 
development, relationship with residential properties and existing site 
constraints/characteristics. All developments are assessed against the development 
plan.

Having viewed the two schemes highlighted, I consider that whilst the developments are 
similar in terms of the nature of the use proposed, there are significant differences 
between them which has resulted in a different outcome in terms of distance from 
residential properties and degree of landscaping required. This includes the scale and 
massing of the developments, orientation of neighbouring properties and the presence 
of existing landscaping.

Reviewing the assessments for both schemes, I note that matters associated with 
landscaping, design and residential amenity were given due regard and whilst I 
appreciate you may have a differing opinion as to what landscaping should be provided 
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to the development on Slaidburn Crescent, this was not the view of the case officer or 
the planning committee when determining the application. I am satisfied that matters 
associated with visual and residential amenity were addressed correctly.

Whilst I appreciate this may not be the response you were hoping for I trust it is of 
assistance.

Yours sincerely

Team Leader
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 03 October 2017 12:12
To: ALAN MARSTON
Subject: Southport Area Committee - Public Question

Dear Mr Marston,

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been forwarded to me 
from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

I understand your question relates to the worst case scenario for an accident involving one of the 
companies on Slaidburn Industrial Estate using potentially carcinogenic materials/fibres.

Unfortunately, I cannot comment on your question as the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) would 
be the responsible body where a business premises is using substances in its processing which may 
cause harm to human health.  However, if you are concerned about the potential hazardous 
substances being used by a business, I would advise that you contact the HSE for further advice.  
Their email address is www.hse.gov.uk. 

I trust the above is of assistance.

Best regards,

Kevin Baker

Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please 
see www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 03 October 2017 12:31
To: JAMES BENNETT
Subject: Southport Area Committee - Public Question

Dear Mr Bennett,

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been forwarded to me 
from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

Your question, which relates to the existing highway network and its suitability for access for 
emergency services having regard to on street parking, is a matter for the Highways Department and 
is currently being reviewed by officers.  I will forward on a response, once it has been received.

Best regards,

Kevin Baker
 
Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please see 
www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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From: Kevin Baker 
Sent: 03 October 2017 12:44
To: MARGARET COOPER
Subject: Southport Area Committee - Public Question

Dear Mrs Cooper,

Thank you for your question to the Southport Area Committee which has been forwarded to me 
from the Democratic Services Officer, I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

In response, the Council has powers of enforcement in relation to various legislation such as 
planning, highways, environmental health and public protection.  With specific reference to noise 
disturbance, this is generally controlled by the Councils Environmental Health Department through 
legislations such as the Environmental Protection Act.

The Environmental Health Department can investigate noise complaints, this could include 
contacting the noise source, installing noise monitoring equipment or carrying out surveillance at 
the property.  If evidence of a noise nuisance is witnessed, then the Council will take appropriate 
enforcement on the person responsible for the noise.

Further details can be obtained from the Councils website www.sefton.gov.uk. 

I trust the above is of assistance.

Best regards,

Kevin Baker
 
Team Leader
Development Management
Planning Services
Sefton Council
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
 
Tel:     0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

The Sefton Local Plan examination was adopted on April 20th 2017. For further information, please see 
www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan. 
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Question to Southport Area Committee 20 September 2017

(cc)  Ms Natasha Temple – 

Received 19 September 2017

There is a Heritage Lottery Fund bid being proposed for the Lord Street Conservation Area. 
The Heritage Lottery fund has declined bids from Authorities who have failed to consult with 
residents about changes to a Conservation Area. This can pose a risk to the bid for Lord 
Street. Why wasn't this risk assessed as part of the decision not to consult residents more 
widely?

I wish to ask the question*
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From: Daniel Byron 
Sent: 17 October 2017 12:34
To: natasha temple
Cc: Ruth Appleby
Subject: RE: Question for area committee meeting 

Hi Natasha,

In answer to your question, I can now confirm that we are further along with the formulation of our 
resubmission of the bid so I am now able to provide you with a full response that hopefully answers 
your question.

It is correct that Heritage Lottery Bids can be declined due to a lack of public consultation and 
officers are aware of the risk of not undertaking this consultation, which is why extensive public 
consultation was carried out in connection with the bid in 2016 for Southport Town Centre, the 
results of the consultation were fed into the HLF bid and it was clear that this was sufficient, as HLF 
commented that they gave the project a high priority for support, it was purely unsuccessful due to 
insufficient funds within their available budget.

The previous consultation results on this project will be fed in again when it is resubmitted later this 
year, this will also be supplemented by opening up the questionnaire again for additional comments 
and further stakeholder consultation to be carried out by Southport BID who will be the Councils 
partner.

Please see the link below with more information and an opportunity to answer the questionnaire, 
this will be followed up with a number of press releases for wider publicity.

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/townscape

Regards,

Daniel

Daniel Byron
Principal Planning Officer (Conservation & Heritage)
Sefton MBC
Planning Services
Magdalen House, 30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
daniel.byron@sefton.gov.uk
Tel: 0345 140 0845 (option 4)

If you are looking to develop in Sefton please contact Planning Services for professional support and 
advice via our Development Management and Building Control services on 
planning.department@sefton.gov.uk or building@sefton.gov.uk
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